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sunshine than the remainder of New England and is competitive with the Mid-Atlantic 
states with regard to average annual hours of sunshine.  
 
The U.S. Department of Energy has developed a “Brightfields Initiative” to encourage the 
productive use of brownfield sites and advance the use of solar energy technologies. 
The term "brightfields" refers to the conversion of contaminated sites into usable land by 
bringing pollution-free solar energy and high-tech solar manufacturing jobs to these 
sites, Brightfield options include the installation of photovoltaic arrays that can result in a 
reduction in cleanup costs, building integrated solar energy systems as part of an area 
redevelopment, and solar manufacturing plants on brownfields. Large-scale solar energy 
in a southern New England setting remains an expensive proposition. For example, the 
groundbreaking Brockton (Massachusetts) Brightfields project, the largest of its kind in 
the nation when completed in 2006 with nearly 1400 solar modules, was projected to 
provide power to 70 homes and cost over $3 million to construct. Substantial outside 
funding would likely be necessary for any single municipality to develop large-scale 
solar, and indeed the Brockton project received funding from state and federal grants 
along with a municipal bond. 
 
Smaller scale solar, consisting of individual solar commercial and residential units, may 
be a more practicable and realistic use of solar energy in East Providence over the 
coming decade. Retrofitting of City facilities to incorporate solar technology will be 
investigated in the coming years. Residential solar still requires a considerable 
investment for individual homeowners, though standard residential solar kits that provide 
all or most electricity for home consumption are now available with pricing in low tens of 
thousands of dollars. Alternative energy tax credits may be available for such purposes 
as well. 
 
Hydropower 
 
The Ten Mile River system in 
the northern portion of East 
Providence offers a unique 
opportunity within a coastal 
urban setting to explore the 
feasibility of producing electricity 
through hydroelectric 
generation. The Ten Mile River’s 
54 square-mile watershed 
ensures a reliable year-round 
flow and features an elevation 
drop of around 50 feet within 
East Providence. The City is 
pursuing funding to conduct an 
engineering study on the 
feasibility of hydropower at two locations along the river; the Hunt’s Mills Dam and the 
Omega Pond Dam. The existing Hunt’s Mills Pump House has much of the necessary 
infrastructure in place and was used to produce electricity for several decades up until 
the 1970s. Recent assessments have concluded that with the proper modifications, the 
Hunts Mills dam could generate up to 750,000 KWh annually, with the potential for over 
1,000,000 KWh annually at the Omega Pond Dam. The City is excited at the prospect of 
hydropower as a viable renewal energy source in the foreseeable future. 
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Energy Efficiency 
 
An Energy Committee consisting of City officials was formed in 2009 to study potential 
opportunities to improve energy efficiency in City operations. Energy audits of City and 
School Department facilities were planned as an aid in determining how City buildings 
can be retrofitted and upgraded to reduce energy costs while provided for improved 
indoor environmental conditions for the many users of these facilities. Interior lighting 
fixtures and bulbs were replaced by more efficient lighting systems in City facilities 
including City Hall and the Central Garage during 2009. Further efficiencies could be 
realized through the development and implementation of a “green procurement” policy in 
the City whereby major purchases such as City vehicles, HVAC systems, and more 
would have the best energy efficiency possible for their intended use. The lack of 
available capital improvement funding for infrastructure improvements and vehicles in 
recent years has hindered efforts to develop and carry out a program that would save 
resources and result in long-term savings in operating expenses. The City is also 
considering partnerships with Energy Service Companies (ESCOs), and using 
performance contracting as a way of funding the installation of energy efficient systems. 
With performance contracting, there are no up-front costs to the City and improvement 
costs are paid out of long-term guaranteed energy savings. 
 
Low-Impact Development and “Green” Building 
 
The City of East Providence and East Providence Special Waterfront Development 
District have both established stormwater management programs to effectively deal with 
added stormwater run-off resulting from development within the City. The Waterfront 
Development District has received approximately $334,000 in State and Federal funds 
for waterfront environmental initiatives over the past three years. The Waterfront 
Commission received $234,000 in 2006 from the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) for innovative stormwater management, design, and construction in the 
Waterfront District. A pilot stormwater management project at Bold Point Park will 
feature low-impact development (or “LID”) systems. LID is an approach to stormwater 
management that works with nature to manage stormwater as close to its source as 
possible. LID employs principles such as preserving and recreating natural landscape 
features, minimizing effective imperviousness to create functional and appealing site 
drainage that treat stormwater as a resource rather than a waste product. The project 
will feature vegetated stormwater systems such as constructed wetlands, permeable 
pavement and rain gardens. The District also received funds from the EPA’s Section 319 
Nonpoint Source program for the project and for the elimination of invasive phragmites 
and replacement with native vegetation. These funds will enable the City to use 
innovative technology to improve the water quality of Upper Narragansett Bay.   
  
The Waterfront District received $234,746 from the Small Business Association (SBA) in 
2009 as part of the federal FY2009 Consolidated Appropriations Act. The funds will be 
used to assist small businesses in constructing or renovating properties using “green” 
building design and other sustainable development approaches. 
 
In November of 2009, the Rhode Island Green Buildings Act was signed into law. This 
new law applies to buildings entering the design phase after Jan. 1, 2010, which feature 
new construction of more than 5,000 square feet and renovation of spaces greater than 
10,000 square feet if such projects receive any funding from the state. Under this law, 
building design must conform to the internationally recognized United States Green 
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Building Council Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) rating system 
or an equivalent high-performance green building standard. Those standards are 
designed to promote a whole-building approach to sustainability in five key areas of 
human and environmental health: sustainable site development, energy and water 
efficiency, improved indoor air quality and environmentally sensitive use of resources 
and materials (Source: Rhode Island General Assembly). 
 
The City should encourage developers and project managers to adopt “green” building 
practices during renovation and new construction of residential and commercial 
buildings. The mixed-use “Village on the Waterfront” development to be located along 
Veterans Memorial Parkway, featuring over 600 residential units, has been designed to 
attain Silver Certification through the LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design) program. This proposal represents one of the largest (residential) projects to 
date in the State of Rhode Island that would attain this level of environmental 
certification. 
 
Sustainable Transportation 
 
The City of East Providence is very fortunate to have over six miles of dedicated multi-
use non-motorized vehicle paths within its borders. The 14-mile East Bay Bike Path is 
one of the gems of the Rhode Island recreational landscape and is one of 25 trails 
across the country that the National Rails to Trails Conservancy has selected for their 
Rails to Trails Hall of Fame. East Providence contains five miles of this highly scenic 
bikeway. In addition to its recreational and scenic attributes, many local residents also 
use the facility to commute to work by bike within Providence and the East Bay 
communities. 

 
Another multi-use trail, the Ten Mile 
Greenway, spans 2.2 miles in 
Pawtucket and northeastern East 
Providence. The East Providence 
segment of this linear park opened 
in 2004 and is widely lauded for its 
scenic attributes. Long-term plans 
for the Ten Mile Greenway include 
expansion via a trail extension, or 
combination of trail and street 
network, southward to the Hunt’s 
Mills Historic Site, with a goal of 
creating being a viable and safe 
connection between the Greenway 
and the East Bay Bike Path. 
 

There are a number of factors that currently make bicycling between these two facilities 
and within other portions of East Providence problematic. Many of the City’s through 
streets are not bike-friendly, being heavily traveled and relatively narrow considering 
their traffic volume. On-street parking on both sides of the roadway is a common 
occurrence, with numerous curb cuts for side streets and commercial uses. 
Nonetheless, bicycle commuters are evident on City streets, particularly in the northern 
portion of the City between the Henderson Bridge and the Seekonk border.  
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It is acknowledged that the City’s established infrastructure and street layout will always 
present a challenge regarding safe bicycling through portions of the City not directly 
adjacent to one of bike paths. The City has been studying the street system to determine 
how to best utilize it to provide links to and between the existing bikeway systems, and 
to link City residents who are not in close proximity to these facilities. Opportunities to 
accomplish greater bicycle connectivity exist via planned construction of new roadways 
and reconstruction of existing arteries, along with relatively minor retrofitting of other 
streets that could be designated as bike routes. The City is also interested in 
coordinating with neighboring communities including Providence, Pawtucket, Barrington, 
and Seekonk, Massachusetts to explore opportunities for integration of municipal bicycle 
path networks. 
 
Pedestrian Initiatives 
 
In 2006, a Pedestrian Plan concept was developed for the City as part of a graduate 
project for the University of Rhode Island Community Planning program. The Plan 
analyzed and weighted 16 generators of pedestrian traffic, ranging from census data to 
the locations of bus stops and civic facilities, to derive a map depicting priority areas for 
pedestrian safety improvements. This information is being updated to account for 
changes in some of the criteria, in particular to place more emphasis on City’s public 
schools as pedestrian traffic generators. An available City Sidewalk inventory will be 
included as part of a final Pedestrian Plan which can help to prioritize areas where new 
sidewalks or sidewalk improvements are necessitated.   
 
The National Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program was established in Rhode Island in 
2007 with a call for proposals from communities to participate in this 100% federally 
funded reimbursement program. Funding is available through this program for a wide 
variety of projects and activities, both infrastructure and non-infrastructure, designed to 
encourage schools and communities to work together to make walking and bicycling to 
school a safe and routine activity. East Providence successfully attained a grant for 
$23,000 in 2007 for improvements to sidewalks and crosswalks in the immediate area of 
Kent Heights Elementary School, and for the establishment of an SRTS program of 
activities within the school. School officials and parents have embraced the program, 
resulting in increased awareness of the pedestrian hazards around the school along with 
solutions to these issues, as well as activities that encourage more students to walk to 
and from school. The School will continue this programming, and was planning to apply 
for additional grant opportunities through SRTS. Other schools in the City will be 
informed of the SRTS program, and will be encouraged to submit proposals and develop 
their own in-school safety programs. SRTS represents an excellent opportunity to 
promote walking and physical activity among elementary and middle school students, 
and to accomplish infrastructure improvements including sidewalks in the vicinity of 
schools to improve safety for the school community and area residents alike.  
 
Public Transportation 
 
The Rhode Island Public Transportation Authority (RIPTA) connects many points in East 
Providence to downtown Providence and other East Bay locations, and through 
downtown Providence to the remainder of the state. RIPTA Routes serving East 
Providence include Routes 32 through 34 servicing central and southern portions of the 
City, and Routes 35 and 78 serving mainly northern areas. Three of these routes, 33, 34 
and 78, traverse the corner of Pawtucket and Taunton Avenues and in the past have all 
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shared a single bus stop in this area that effectively served as a hub for the City and 
nearby areas. Recent redevelopment activity in this area has resulted in the loss of this 
RIPTA hub. The City has been working with RIPTA to re-establish this important regional 
transportation hub to enhance service and bus line connectivity, making it easier and 
more convenient for City residents to use our state’s primary public transportation 
system. This effort and others in cooperation with our State’s primary public 
transportation authority will continue. 
 
Community Involvement 
 
In August of 2008, The City of East Providence implemented a Total Participation 
Recycling program in an effort to reduce the amount of solid waste material going 
directly to the state’s central landfill. This program, also known as “No Bins-No Barrels”, 
mandates that residents must set recycling bins out to the street each week with their 
regular trash in order for their trash to be collected. This requirement and an effective 
public informational campaign resulted in an increase in the City’s recycling rate from 
21.3% for the year ending June 30, 2008 to nearly 25% for the year ending June 30, 
2009. The City’s yard waste collection program has also successfully diverted 
substantial material from the solid waste stream for use as compost. Future initiatives 
should include the consideration of commercial and multi-family recycling programs. The 
Town of West Warwick was able to save money and increase their recycling rate 
significantly through a condominium recycling program that started in 2006. Similar 
efforts in East Providence along with continued outreach to residents regarding the value 
of recycling to the City should be continued in order to increase our rate of materials 
recycling. New multi-family development will be encouraged at permitting stage to 
incorporate recycling. Developers of the Village on the Waterfront project have included 
provision for recycling in their development plans. 
 
Youth Involvement 
 
The City recognizes that youth buy-in with regard to sustainability is crucial to the long-
term success of programs that promote responsible stewardship of our natural resources 
and the transition to a more sustainable culture. School and community organizations 
have involved local youth on a number of City projects. Recent projects include an 
extensive study and clean-up of the lowland area around Martin Middle School 
performed by the entire seventh grade at the school, and conservation area and park 
work by youth crews sponsored by groups such as the Boys and Girls Clubs, Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts, and Groundwork Providence. The City should cultivate these 
efforts and develop a seasonal annual program for youth involvement on outdoor City 
projects as an aid in maintenance and beautification, and to foster awareness of our 
natural surroundings.   
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COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
This is a new element of the 2010 Comprehensive Plan Update and the goals and 
objectives are all new.   
 
Sustainability and Natural Resources 
 
Goal 1: Maintain, enhance and appropriately manage the City’s abundant natural 
resources. 
 
Objective 1.1:  Identify special districts or special places, and define their character, 

functions, and contributing features. 
 
Objective 1.2:  Utilize a City-owned property such as the Hunt’s Mills site for a seasonal 

Farmer’s Market to showcase locally-grown products. 
 
Objective 1.3:  Support efforts of the City’s Conservation Commission and re-invigorate 

the Land Trust regarding the stewardship of City-owned open space. 
 
Objective 1.4:  Continue to support the long-term effort to construct fish ladders at the 

Omega Pond, Hunts Mill and Turner Reservoir Dams.  
 
Objective 1.5:  Continue to pursue opportunities to acquire land or attain conservation 

easements in the Runnins River Critical Area.  
 
Objective 1.6:  Establish an enhanced fee schedule for long-term owners of vacant 

property that would be sufficient to cover the complete cost of their 
maintenance, and to provide a disincentive to owners retaining these 
unutilized properties. 

 
Objective 1.7:  Develop a tree farm on City property that would enable the City to provide 

street trees for residential and commercial projects. 
 
Objective 1.8:  Continue efforts to protect the City’s wetland and floodplain areas to 

preserve their wildlife sanctuary and natural flood mitigation functions.  
 
Goal 2: Promote the conservation and efficient use of energy and increased use of 
renewable forms of energy. 
 
Objective 2.1:  Pursue options for the siting of alternative energy systems within the City. 
 
Objective 2.2:  Establish zoning provisions for the development and installation of 

renewable energy facilities in the Southeast Drainage Area and/or other 
appropriate locations. 

 
Objective 2.3:  Continue City participation in the East Bay Energy Consortium’s effort to 

develop a regional alternative energy system among the East Bay 
communities. 

 
Objective 2.4:  Investigate the use of both micro- and larger-scale solar technology for 

residential, commercial and municipal use. 
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Objective 2.5:  Incorporate Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design™ (LEED) 

“green building” techniques in new construction and rehabilitation 
wherever possible. 

 
Objective 2.6:  Retrofit existing City facilities to incorporate “green” building standards 

which utilize sustainable and renewable energy and result in energy and 
resource efficiency.  

 
Objective 2.7: Incrementally replace streetlights and traffic signal bulbs with energy-

conserving LED bulbs to save energy and reduce City electricity costs. 
 
Objective 2.8:  Explore options for the incremental replacement of City vehicles with 

more efficient vehicles. Set a goal to have a certain percentage of City 
vehicles be in the top 25% of efficiency for their weight class by 2025. 

 
Objective 2.9:  Continue to pursue the development of an alternative energy education 

center at the Hunt’s Mill Historic Site. 
 
Objective 2.10: Investigate the feasibility of hydroelectric facilities at appropriate 

locations along the Ten Mile River. 
 
Objective 2.11:  Work with the City’s newly-formed Energy Committee to develop a 

comprehensive Energy Plan for the City. 
 
Objective 2.12: Continue to pursue Small Business Administration funding for the green 

rehabilitation of commercial properties. 
 
Goal 3: Utilize “green” building and Low Impact Development (LID) techniques for 
all new development and modifications to existing development. 
 
Objective 3.1:  Utilize the Waterfront District Commission’s Stormwater Management 

Study and City Stormwater Management Plan to improve the quality of 
stormwater runoff entering coastal waters, local streams, and wetlands. 

 
Objective 3.2:  Require Low Impact Development (LID) techniques for new development 

such as green roofs, swales and rain gardens, and the reduction of 
impervious surface. 

 
Objective 3.3:  Investigate the use of pervious materials for pavement and sidewalks and 

encourage their use on City projects where practicable. 
 
Objective 3.4:  Continue to offer rehabilitation loans that incorporate construction 

techniques and equipment that follow green building principles and that 
utilize renewable energy and promote energy efficiency. 

 
Objective 3.5:  Consider vacant and underused properties as opportunities to provide 

housing, commercial space, community gardens, or recreational space. 
 
Objective 3.6:  Encourage the establishment and growth of green businesses in the City 

through low-interest loans and other economic development mechanisms. 
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Goal 4: Improve safety and increase opportunities for pedestrians and bicyclists 
within the City and increase and support public transportation.  
 
Objective 4.1:  Update and expand the Pedestrian Plan developed by the URI 

Community Planning Program in 2006 as a guide to improving of the 
City’s pedestrian network. 

 
Objective 4.2:  Continue to work with the School Department to pursue opportunities to 

improve and promote pedestrian safety through the Safe Routes to 
School Program and other available options. 

 
Objective 4.3:  Construct infill sidewalks and pedestrian connections through capital 

improvement programs and during roadway or streetscape projects. 
 
Objective 4.4:  Work with the Department of Transportation and local bicycling 

organizations in the development of a practical street-based bike network. 
 
Objective 4.5:  Investigate options for additional off-street bikeways including the 

Seekonk River Crossing and other underutilized open land. 
 
Objective 4.6:  Work with RIDOT and RIDEM to expand the Ten Mile Greenway from the 

Kimberly Ann Rock Complex southward to the Hunt’s Mill Historic Site. 
 
Objective 4.7:  Coordinate with neighboring communities of Providence, Pawtucket, 

Barrington and Seekonk to explore opportunities to integrate municipal 
bicycle networks. 

 
Objective 4.8:  Continue to coordinate with the Seaconke Trails Committee to create 

links between the City’s trail system in the Turner Reservoir area and 
trails to be developed in the City of East Providence. 

 
Objective 4.9:  Work with RIPTA to enhance public transportation in the City through 

investigation of a new East Providence transportation hub in the 
Shopperstown/ Wampanoag Plaza area, and develop other multi-modal 
transportation facilities to serve future demand. 

 
Objective 4.10: Whenever possible, integrate appropriate transit, pedestrian, bicycle and 

other modal choices in new development to lessen dependence on the 
automobile. 

 
Goal 5: Maintain and if possible increase recycling, reuse and proper disposal of 
discarded items. 
 
Objective 5.1:  Encourage additional recycling to continue to reduce the percentage of 

the city’s solid waste stream that goes directly to the Central Landfill. 
 
Objective 5.2:  Promote local and statewide collections of hazardous materials and e-

waste and educate residents on the importance of keeping these items 
out of the solid waste stream. 
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Objective 5.3:  Require recycling for commercial and multi-family residential properties.  
 
Objective 5.4:  Increase City use of recycled products and encourage the reduction of 

printing and paper use whenever possible.  
 
Goal 6:  Increase public awareness of the City’s natural resources and their 
conservation and stewardship. 
 
Objective 6.1:  Work with organizations such as the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service and the Northern Rhode Island Conservation District to educate 
the community regarding the use of fertilizers and pesticides.  

 
Objective 6.2:  Educate the public, particularly youth, about the importance of wetlands, 

rare and endangered plants and species, floodplains, and wildlife and fish 
habitats. 

 
Objective 6.3:  Encourage the creation of environmental/sustainable curriculum in City 

public schools. 
 
Objective 6.4:  Involve City youth in natural resources sustainability efforts. For example, 

develop a “Groundwork” type of program for young people in the City to 
perform seasonal work in the City’s recreation areas. 

 
Table 17. Community Sustainability Implementation Strategies 

 

In reading the Comprehensive Plan Implementation Strategies throughout the Plan 

Elements many of the timeframes are listed as “On-going”, meaning either that specific 

projects are underway and/or that Planning Department staff are actively initiating and 

assessing the availability of opportunities to further implementation of the Plan and its 

Action Items.   The short, intermediate and long-term timeframes assigned to Action 

Items are generalized and again, there may be current and on-going efforts that will 

continue into intermediate and long-term time periods.   Generally, the phrase “Short 

Term” should be interpreted as currently underway or expected to be commenced in the 

year 2011.  Generally, the phrase “Intermediate Term” should be interpreted as an Action 

Item that may be commenced in 2011-2013 and will take longer to implement, and/or 

may rely on data and financing not currently available.  Generally, the phrase “Long 

Term” refers to a project that may be currently underway but that is of a larger scope that 

may take many years to initiate and/or complete and is dependent upon considerable 

financing, engineering, studies and/or permits to accomplish, and is likely to take beyond 

2015 to fully implement. 

 

Please note that where the State of Rhode Island, or a specific State Agency is listed as a 

party under the table heading “Responsible for Implementation” that this is not an 

obligation of any particular agency but is listed for informational purposes and is a 

recognition by the City that a collaboration between the City and the State is desirable 

and/or necessary for implementation of a particular project.  
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 Action 
Responsibility for 
Implementation 

Implementation 
Timeframe  

Natural Resources  

CS - 1 

Preserve open land in sensitive 
areas where possible through 
acquisitions of conservation 
easements 

Planning 
Department, 
Conservation 
Commission 

 
On-going 

CS - 2 

Enhance existing City open space 
for passive recreational use while 
conserving the natural 
characteristics of the land 

Planning 
Department, 
Conservation 
Commission 

 
On-going 

CS - 3 

Appropriately develop the Hunts 
Mills Historic Site for passive 
recreation, renewable energy and 
sustainable technology education 

Planning 
Department, 
Parks Department 

 
Partially 
Completed, On-
going into 2011-
2012 

 CS -4 
Establish a seasonal farmers market 
to showcase locally grown products 

Planning 
Department, URI 
Master Gardeners 

 
2011 

CS - 5 
Continue the process to construct 
fish ladders along the Ten Mile River 

Planning Dept., 
Federal and State 
Government 
Agencies, Local 
Environmental 
Agencies 

 
 
Project 
Underway -
October 2010 

Renewable Energy/Resource and Energy Efficiency 

CS- 6 
Develop a comprehensive Energy 
Plan for the City 

Planning 
Department, City 
Energy Committee 

 
On-going, 2011 

CS - 7 
Investigate feasibility and siting 
potential for development of 
renewable energy resources  

Planning 
Department, City 
Energy Committee 

 
On-going  

CS - 8 
Retrofit City facilities using "green" 
building techniques to aid in energy 
and resources efficiency 

Public Works 
Department, Public 
Buildings Division, 
School 
Department, City 
Energy Committee 

 
On-going  
Intermediate 
Term 

CS - 9 

Improve the average efficiency of 
City vehicles through the 
replacement of older vehicles with 
models that have greater fuel 
efficiency 

City Public Works 
Department, 
Central Garage 
Division, Parks 
Division 

 
On-going 

CS - 
10 

Enable renewable energy related 
uses in the Southeast Drainage 
area including the former Forbes 
Street Landfill  

Planning 
Department, City 
Council 

 
Feasibility 
analysis for 
solar underway 
2010-2011 
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 Action 
Responsibility for 
Implementation 

Implementation 
Timeframe  

CS -

11 

Replace streetlights and traffic 
signal bulbs with energy-
conserving LED lighting to save 
energy and reduce electricity costs 
for the City 

Public Works 
Department 

 
On-going  

CS -

12 

Continue to pursue the 
development of an alternative 
energy education center and the 
potential for hydroelectric power 
generation at the Hunt’s Mill 
Historic Site. 

Planning 
Department; City 
Energy Committee  

 
 
On-going  

Low-Impact Development and "Green" Building 

CS -

13 

Improve the quality of stormwater 
run-off entering the coastal waters 
and the City drainage system 

Waterfront 
Commission, 
Public Works 
Department, 
Planning 
Department 

 
On-going & as 
projects are 
reviewed  

CS -

14 

Offer rehabilitation loans to 
encourage low-impact construction 
and green retrofitting techniques 
and utilize renewable energy 
resources 

Planning 
Department, 
Community 
Development 
Division 

 
Intermediate 
and Long Term 

CS -

15 

Require new development to 
incorporate Low Impact 
Development (LID) techniques 
such as green roofs, swales and 
rain gardens, and the reduction of 
impervious surfaces 

Planning 
Department, 
Planning Board, 
City Council 

 
 
On-going  

Transportation 

CS -

16 

Develop a public transportation 
hub to connect the bus lines that 
serve the City 

Planning 
Department, RIPTA 

 
Feasibility 
underway 

CS -

17 

Develop City Pedestrian Plan to 
guide the improvement of the City's 
pedestrian network and new 
sidewalk construction 

Planning 
Department, Public 
Works Department 
Engineering 
Division 

 
2011 

CS -

18 

Improve bicycle transportation 
connections in the City and provide 
an improved street-based bike 
route network 

Planning 
Department, Public 
Works Department 
Engineering 
Division 

 
On-going  

CS -

19 

Expand the Ten Mile Greenway 
southward to the Hunts Mills 
Historic Site 

Planning 
Department, 
RIDOT, RIDEM 

On-going as 
funds are 
available 
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 Action 
Responsibility for 
Implementation 

Implementation 
Timeframe  

CS -

20 
Improve and promote pedestrian 
safety for at City schools. 

School 
Department, Public 
Works Department, 
Planning 
Department, RI 
Statewide Planning 

 
 
On-going, 
implementing 
Safe Routes to 
Schools  

Community Involvement 

CS -

21 

Require recycling for commercial 
and multi-family residential 
properties.  

Recycling Division, 
City Council 

 
On-going 

CS -

22 

Promote local and statewide 
collections of hazardous materials 
and e-waste  

Recycling Division 
 
On-going  

CS -

23 

Involve City youth in various 
conservation and sustainability 
initiatives through education and 
active engagement in conservation 
projects 

Planning 
Department, 
School 
Department, 
Department of 
Parks and 
Recreation. 

 
On-going  

CS -

24 

Establish a system-wide 
Sustainability Education program 
within the East Providence Public 
Schools 

School Department 

 
Intermediate 
and Long Term 
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Waterfront District Element
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In 2003, the City of East Providence created and adopted the East Providence 
Waterfront Special Development District Plan  to articulate and frame a plan, vision and 
strategies to transform over three hundred acres of the City’s currently underutilized 
waterfront along the Providence and Seekonk Rivers to a mix of land uses, including: 
commercial; office; medium and high density residential; entertainment and hospitality; 
restaurants; marinas; civic, and recreational uses, particularly those oriented towards the 
water.  The City’s waterfront planning efforts have been on-going since the adoption of 
the City’s Comprehensive Plan in 1992 and will continue into the future. 
 
The East Providence waterfront is mostly vacant land formerly used for industrial or 
heavy commercial purposes.  While these uses were actively operating, they generated 
revenues and employment opportunities to City residents and the region.  However, 
dramatic changes in the United States economy over the last fifty years and a shift from 
industrial economies to a new service economy and information technologies have left 
behind unsightly vacant derelict structures and buildings, weed strewn fenced parcels of 
land, and, in many cases, environmental contamination on the East Providence 
waterfront.  Reuse of this waterfront land has a direct bearing on the City’s economic 
future.  The potential redevelopment of the East Providence waterfront offers a unique 
opportunity to significantly expand the local tax base without comparable increase in the 
demand for City and school services.  The positive effects of redevelopment reach far 
beyond the boundaries of the project area.  The proposed new development along the 
waterfront will bring a distinctive and significant new identity to East Providence, as well 
as enhancing the economic and social climate of the City and also to Rhode Island.   
 
The redevelopment envisioned for the waterfront in the Waterfront Plan entails a number 
of activities including: road construction and associated public improvements; extension 
of utilities; undergrounding utilities; acquisition of properties; parcel assembly; 
rehabilitation of structures; improvement, clearance, sale, lease, or other disposition, or 
any combination of these, of land, buildings, or other the provision of streets, utilities, 
recreational areas, and other open spaces consistent with the needs of sound 
community growth in accordance with the City’s Comprehensive Plan; and carrying out 
plans for a program of voluntary repair and rehabilitation of buildings and other 
improvements. 
 
The Waterfront District Plan lists the following goals for the waterfront.  The City and the 
Waterfront District Commission has worked− and will continue to work− to implement 
these goals: 

Expand the Tax Base- Waterfront development should provide positive fiscal 
impacts to the City while expanding the tax base and/or reduce the tax burden on 
residents.  

 
� Progress:  The 2008 Tax Increment Financing Plan proposes the use of tax 

increment financing to facilitate the implementation of public improvements in the 
Waterfront District, and was approved by the East Providence City Council for 
the proposed Village on the Waterfront Development on November 30, 2010.  
Tax increment financing (TIF) is the use of projected increased local tax 
revenues from an anticipated development to fund site and area improvements.  
TIF can be used as an incentive for developers who need an additional financing 
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tool for projects within the Waterfront District, as well as proving funding for 
updating and expanding public infrastructure and associated facilities such as 
water, sewer, and storm drainage systems. 
  

Generate New Jobs- Implementation of waterfront development will generate a 
substantial number of new employment opportunities for the State’s economy.   
 

Progress: The Waterfront Commission approved two developments during the 
past year:  
 
Baer Supply Co. has started construction on a seven-acre site with an industrial 
project consisting of 100,000 square feet of warehouse space for the distribution 
of wood products at 10 New Road, off of Pawtucket Ave. It is located next to the 
former Fram building that now houses Victoria Creations, Monarch Industries and 
Wood Precision Products.  They will employ approximately eighteen workers at 
full build-out.    
 
Village on the Waterfront LLC has entered into a cooperation agreement with 
Chevron to transform their former twenty-five acre site on Veteran’s Memorial 
Parkway into a mixed-use community of approximately six hundred residential 
units with supporting commercial uses.  Public amenities may include a fishing 
pier, a spur of the East Bay Bike Path, and a kayak beach.  The development will 
create an estimated seventy-nine direct and indirect permanent jobs, not 
including construction jobs and associated industries.   

Implement a Mixed-Use Vision and Sustainability- Promote a mix of commercial, 
office, housing, institutional, civic, and recreational uses that will remain self-
sustaining over time.  

 
Progress:  The Waterfront Commission has approved design guidelines for every 
sub-district in the waterfront that call for a mix of commercial, residential and 
recreational uses along the waterfront, giving priority to public access and 
recreation, and water-related activities along the water’s edge. These guidelines 
clearly state the types of development and urban design that the Commission 
feels best exemplifies the goal of sustainable mixed-use in the Waterfront 
District.  The Village on the Waterfront project, for example, will have green roofs 
on several buildings, a “living wall” composed of green plants, “rain gardens” to 
treat stormwater through vegetative means, and a native plant conservation area.  
The development will also mitigate brownfield conditions of soil and groundwater 
contamination on the site.  

Create a Regional Destination- Encourage development that will create a 
“destination” for East Providence residents and that will draw visitors, businesses 
and investors from beyond East Providence.   

 
Progress: Due to the large scale of potential redevelopment and the scenic and 
recreational resources of these waterfront properties, the waterfront along the 
Providence and Seekonk Rivers holds the single greatest potential for East 
Providence for attracting new business and jobs, and creating new housing, 
recreational, civic and cultural opportunities.   
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Expand Opportunities Equally for all Persons- Assist in creating an environment 
of market-driven redevelopment opportunities that will create new opportunities 
for higher-wage employment, and for housing, recreational, cultural and 
waterfront public access opportunities for all persons, especially to those with 
low to moderate incomes and to minority populations. 

 
Progress: Mixed-use developments over residential units must provide a 
minimum of ten percent of the total units for purchase or rent by persons of low- 
to moderate-incomes in the Waterfront District.  This requirement may eventually 
be expanded to the rest of the City.     

 

Other goals for the Waterfront District that the Waterfront Commission and staff continue 
to work towards include: 
 

� Create safe and convenient pedestrian and bicycle circulation-  
� Assist private property owners in rehabilitating their existing commercial buildings  
� Maintain and expand public access, recreational opportunities, and open space 

 
 
In the current economic climate, the City believes that now is not the time to change the 
proposed uses for the North and South Waterfront Districts that were first adopted in the 
2003 East Providence Waterfront Special Development District Plan, which was part of 
the 2004 East Providence State-certified Comprehensive Plan Update, and which 
remain in place in today in the 2010 Plan Update, as well as the waterfront zoning 
adopted in March 2004.  There are many unknown factors as to whether, for example, a 
port would be feasible in the East Providence Waterfront Special Development Districts, 
and if so, what land and infrastructure would be necessary to support such a use.  
However, the City’s waterfront zoning and Coastal Resources Management Council 
(CRMC) Water-Type categories allow for light industrial and “heavier”commercial uses, 
and the City is amenable to reviewing such uses.   Also, there are legally operating 
existing industrial/port uses at the Mobil Terminal and the Getty Terminal (Wilkes Barre 
Pier) that are permitted uses.   New proposed uses will be reviewed and assessed by 
CRMC and the Waterfront Special Development District Commission as they arise.   The 
City will undertake research and analysis of water-dependent uses to assess potential 
uses that may be compatible with adjacent mixed uses and supportable by land-side 
infrastructure. 
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APPENDIX A  CHECKLISTS 2010-2015 UPDATES  
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APPENDIX B – 2008 EAST PROVIDENCE TAX INCREMENT FINANCING (TIF) 
PLAN  
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APPENDIX – C – EAST PROVIDENCE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT STRATEGIC 
PLAN  


